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of the best lands by the landowners for whom they were compelled
to perform labour services, and in 1866 rose in a rebellion, which soon
spread throughout the country. The rebels,, bearing red flags, captured
the city of Sukhum. The tsarist government sent out a force of 8,000 sol-
diers against the rebel Abkhazians, and the rising was crushed with
great brutality. This uprising compelled tsarism in 1870 to introduce
a peasant reform in Abkhazia as well. By the law of 1870 every land-
lord received up to 250 dessiatins of land while the peasants received
an allotment only of 3 to 7 dessiatins per household, in which was
included ioarable land. The result of this "reform" was to create
an acute land hunger among,the Abkhazians. Even the tsarist offi-
cials were compelled to admit that only the mountain rocks and
swamps had been left to the Abkhazian peasants.

In 1870 the tsarist government also abolished serfdom in Azer-
baijan and in the greater part of Armenia. The Act of 1870 obligated
the landlords to provide the peasants with the use of a farmstead,
tillage and pasturage, ihe landlord, however, being entitled to retain
for himself a considerable part of the old allotments (the otrezki).
The peasants had the right to redeem, the allotments without the con-
sent of the Iandlords3 but they did not receive a government loan,
as the peasants had in Russia. The peasant could, if he wished, refuse
to take any allotment at all, a thing that was not permitted in Russia.
The uprising of the Chechen in 1867 compelled the tsarist govern-
ment to abolish serfdom and slavery among the mountaineers of the
Caucasus. This "reform" was tantamount to absolute robbery of the
peasant mountaineers in favour of the feudal princes. Though the
slaves and serfs were freed, this emancipation was carried through
without the allotment of land, and for a ransom of 250 rubles. Until
this ransom had been paid both slaves and serfs were obliged to per-
form, labour services for the landlord which sometimes ran into five
days out of the week.

The result of this "reform," was to leave the peasant-mountaineers
mere scraps of land around their houses, amounting to from 0.25 to
0.4 dessiatins. The landlords deprived the peasants of all pasture lands
which, in the Caucasus, constituted the main source of existence for
the mountaineers. Thus the former serf peasants and slaves again
fo.und themselves in thrall to their former landlords.

The Condition of the Peasants In Other National Regions.
Not even this kind of "reform" was introduced everywhere in Russia.
In the Kalmuck regions serfdom was retained until 1892, while in
Central Asia, Khiva and Bokhara, the survivals of serfdom and slav-
ery existed until the establishment there of the Soviet government.
The zemstvo and judicial reforms of the 'sixties were not applied
in the national regions. Government-appointed law courts functioned in
these regions, where trial by jury was unknown. Local courts in the